
 
Daily Bible Devotional for 8/26/14 Leadership Team Conference Call 

THE WISDOM AND VALUE OF “ROOTS” 
by Drew Crandall 

 

“This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those            
I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and settle 
down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Marry and have 
sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your daughters 
in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters.  
Increase in number there; do not decrease. Also, seek the peace  
and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile.  
Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.”  
--Jeremiah 29:4-7 (bold type added for emphasis)      

 

Connecticut is known to be “The Land of Steady Habits.” I’ve been planted here for decades, 
with family roots going back in CT, RI and MA nearly 400 years.    
 

Although Connecticut has a vibrant Christian heritage, today it is one of the most secular and 
liberal states in the USA. As an overtly evangelical Christian operating an overtly Christian 
business in Connecticut for over 26 years, I’ve felt “exiled” a bit like Daniel in Babylonia.  
There have been times when I’ve been tempted to move to the Bible Belt. However, the  
Holy Spirit has constrained me to continue to build, settle down, marry, increase, and seek   
the peace and prosperity of the city, state and region--here in the Northeastern United States.   
 
 

Do you seek the peace and prosperity  
of the city in which you minister through FCCI? 

 
 

Is there a limited supply of peace and prosperity in the world? 
NO! There is a limitless, abundant potential supply because ǘǊǳŜ 
άpeace” and “prosperity” come from the Lord.  
 

The opposite of peace is anxiety, violence and war. The opposite 
of prosperity is chaos, confusion and poverty. Poverty takes many 
forms: spiritual, emotional, mental, relational, physical, material, 
financial/economic. You cannot effectively ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ in the midst of war and poverty.        
Like modern-day Jeremiahs and Daniels, God has placed us, called us, empowered and   
anointed us to contribute to the peace and prosperity of the cities in which we are planted.   
 

More on page two... 

Northeast Regional Office 
30 Lafayette Square, Suite 118 * Vernon, CT 06066  
860.872.3190 * Toll-free 800-JOY-9075 * Fax 860.872.3468 
Email: dcrandall@ChristAtWork.org  Web: FCCI.org, FCCI-NE.org  



For example, in Vernon and the historic Rockville  
district, the Lord is using our local FCCI group, CBOs 
and the Christian community to contribute to the 
peace and prosperity of the city in a multitude of 
ways, some visible and some invisible.  

 

  I am seeing Him do similar things in other towns  
  and cities...in the midst of one of the most secular  
  and liberal regions of the country. 
 
 

 

At its core, the biggest opposition to peace and prosperity   
is Satan. In an environment of peace and prosperity, God’s 
Kingdom is more present and human existence takes on a 
higher and better quality.  For example, what has been   
happening in Ferguson, Missouri does not come from the 
Holy Spirit.  I could pontificate further, but suffice to say  
that God is not leading the mobs to do what they’ve been 
doing to their own city. The ends do not justify the means.   
 

 

! ǘǊŜŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ōȅ ƛǘǎ ŦǊǳƛǘΦ 
 

Wherever CBOs are located, and FCCI has a business leader 
group, we should contribute to the peace and prosperity of 
the city.  That begins with prayer and our leadership styles.  
 

5ƻ ǿŜ ƭŜŀŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǝƴƎƛƴŜǎǎΚ   
hǊ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΚ 
 

How do we treat our employees, suppliers and customers…    
and engage the community?  

 

I would suggest that peace comes before prosperity. 
 

¶ Peace with God first through salvation and the Spirit. 
¶ Peace with ourselves second, through forgiveness.  
¶ Peace with our lives third, through contentment.  
¶ Peace with others fourth, through abiding in love. 
 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ we should pray for the  
peace and prosperity of all cities, areas, regions, and  
nations where FCCI is present--and pray for the peace  
and prosperity of Amelia Island and metro Jacksonville.  
 

/ƻƳƛƴƎ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΣ “roots” have their benefits in terms of Kingdom-building. I believe that you 
will be more inclined to pray for the peace and prosperity of the city if you are planted there 
and not just passing through.  Over time, your credibility and testimony will grow, and the 
harvest of your life in Christ will abound more and more until He calls you Home!  --Drew  


